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rugged was the country that the native Indians lived
for the most part only in the two open regions
already described.

The natural geographical, geological, and even
social division of New Jersey is made by drawing
a line from Trenton to the mouth of the Hudson
River. North of that line the successive terraces
of the piedmont and mountainous region form
part of the original North American continent.
South of that line the more or less sandy level
region was once a shoal beneath the ocean; after-
wards a series of islands; then one island with a
wide sound behind it passing along the division
line to the ipouth of the Hudson. Southern Jersey
was in short an island with a sound behind it very
much like the present Long Island. The shoal
and island had been formed in the far distant
geologic past by the erosion and washings from
the lofty Pennsylvania mountains now worn down
to mere stumps.

The Delaware River flowed into this sound at
Trenton. Gradually the Hudson end of the sound
filled up as far as Trenton, but the tide from the
ocean still runs up the remains of the Old Sound
as far as Trenton. The Delaware should still be
properly considered as ending at Trenton, for the